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The repeated Israeli claim that these
projects will cause harm to current Israeli
utilization was a major obstacle for the
successful implementation of the
agreement. It will require prodigious efforts
by the Palestinians and international
mediators to engage the Israelis in the
negotiations over water. Israel has
continuously practiced a unilateral control
over all water resources in the WBGS, not
fulfilling its obligations as a belligerent
occupier under International Law.
Furthermore, the current utilization of the
international water resources does not
comply with International Law, specifically
the principle of equitable and reasonable
utilization. The continuation of the status
quo is a clear and persistent violation of
the principles of International Law.

It is strongly recommended that the
Palestinians and the Israelis abide by the
principles of International Law. The 1997
UN Convention serves as a guideline for a
future agreement. This framework
agreement is believed to ensure the
utilization, development, conservation,
management and protection of the
international watercourse, and the
promotion of the optimal and sustainable
utilization for the present and future
generations. The final agreement on water
should include solutions and mechanisms
for co-operation on the various international
water resources. Neither Israel nor
Palestine can afford the consequences of
the continuing conflict over water as it is a
major threat to peace.
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