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“The phenomenon that has prevailed among us for years and years is that of  insensitivity to acts of wrong… to moral 
corruption… For us, an act of wrong is in  itself nothing serious; we wake up to it only if the threat of a crisis or a grave 
result –  the loss of a position, the loss of power or influence – is involved.  

“We don’t have a moral approach to moral problems but a pragmatic approach to  moral problems…Once, Israeli 
soldiers murdered a number of Arabs for reasons of  blind revenge… and no conclusion was drawn from that, no one 
was demoted, no one  was removed from office. Then there was Kufr Kassem [massacre of 1956]… those  responsible 
have not drawn any conclusions. This, however, does not mean that  public opinion, the army, the police, have drawn no 
conclusion; their conclusion was  that Arab blood can be freely shed. 

“All this must bring about revulsion in the sense of justice and honesty in public  opinion; it must make the [Israeli] state 
appear in the eyes of the world as a savage  state that does not recognize the principles of justice as they have been 
established  and accepted by contemporary society…” 

Moshe Sharett, former Israeli Prime Minister (quoted in Livia Rokach, Israeli’s  Sacred Terrorism: A Study Based on Moshe Sharett’s 
Personal Diary and Other  Documents. Belmont:  AAUG Press, 1980, p.36) 

A Final Note
After 60 years of the Nakba, we Palestinians understand the ongoing process of  dispossession to consist of four layers:  

The first is the international community’s complicity in transferring the  Jewish question from Europe to Palestine, its continuing 
support for the State of  Israel, and its failure to enforce international law to protect Palestinian rights and  meet their needs for 
self-determination through an end to Israeli occupation.  
The second is the State of Israel’s relentless colonization of Palestinian land,  endless atrocities against the Palestinian people, con-
stant violations of  international law and human rights, and its failure to implement Article 11 of UN Resolution   194 on the return 
of refugees, as well as their violation of all agreements with the  Palestinian leadership since the Oslo Accords of 1993.   
The third is the Arab leadership’s political hypocrisy, its cynical use of the  tragedy of Palestine as a manipulative tool in local, re-
gional and global politics,  and the tangled web of inter-Arab alliances and rivalries that prevents it from  meeting its responsibilities 
towards its Palestinian brothers.  
The fourth is Palestinian society’s internal conflicts, wavering loyalties according  to events and priorities, infiltration and influence 
by their Arab brothers and  foreign actors including Israel, and crisis of leadership characterized by a lack of  strategy, bitter rivalry, 
and a priority on political survival; and most  painfully for Palestinian society, the current fragmentation of the proud, deep-rooted 
Palestinian  identity. 

People are invited to learn from the ongoing process of the Palestinian Nakba and to  draw their conclusions of what went wrong dur-
ing the last century of political  struggle for freedom and independence, with the hope that justice and human values  will become the 
foundation for ending the suffering of the Palestinian people.  
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