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	9. Education


( Background 

Education is the largest public service sector within the PA; educational services in the WBGS are provided by the public (PA), UNRWA), private and NGO sectors, with the latter two dominating the pre-school and tertiary levels while the others focus on basic and secondary education. Many schools are overcrowded, with some 25% operating on more than one shift.

The Palestinian school system is a two-stream system (literary and scientific) that consists of primary and secondary grades. After the ninth school year, students must choose a stream along which to complete the required 12 years of schooling, which end with the Tawjihi (matriculation) exam; passing is a condition for university or college enrollment.

During the ongoing Intifada Palestinian education has suffered from Israeli practices. Israeli soldiers have occupied, broken into and temporarily closed down hundreds of Palestinian schools. Since Sept. 2000, at least 185 schools have been targeted by Israeli shelling, which left 11 schools completely destroyed. (Palestine Monitor, Intifada Fact Sheet, as of Nov. 2002).

As of April 2002, extra costs in the sector due to shelled/damaged school buildings and equipment that must be replaced as well as the lack of paid fees because of the high poverty and unemployment rates is estimated at US$56 million. (PECDAR, People Under Siege, April 2002).

( Kindergartens
Total Number  (all private)
843
(WB: 606; GS: 237; 3 male; 7 female; 833 co-ed) 

Pupils enrolled

77,402
(WB: 50,788; GS: 26,614; 40,600 male; 36,802 female)

Teachers


3,618
(WB: 2,342; GS: 1,277; 54 male; 3,564 female) 

Average number of children
26.6 per class 
(WB: 26.2; GS: 27.3) 

            (Source: Ministry of Education, Education Statistics, June 2000.)

( Schools
Total Number of Schools
2,008


Total Number of Teachers
41,963


Students enrolled (WBGS)
992,075
of which 898,247 in basic and 93,828 in secondary schools
Classes


27,245
of which 24,245 in basic and 3,000 in secondary schools
Literacy Rate (2000)

91.1%
(male: 95.3%, female: 86.8%; WB: 91%, GS: 91.3%)

Drop-out rate (1999/2000):
1.4% 
(=1.7 male; 1.1% female)

Repeaters (1999/2000):
2.3% 
(=2.6% male; 2% female)

            (Source: Ministry of Education, Statistics about Palestinian General Education, 2002/2003; previous years)

Teachers, Schools & Students by Supervising Authority, 2002/2003

	
	
	West Banka
	Gaza
	Total

	Private
	Schools  

Students
	
	
	249 

55,952

	UNRWA
	Schools  

Students
	
	
	296  

249,616

	Government
	Teachers (m / f)

Schools (m / f / co-ed)

Students
	22,058

1,208

477,561
	7,872

282

208,946
	29,930 (15,054 / 14,876)

1,490 (537 / 573 / 380)

686,507

	  Total
	Teachers  (m / f)

Schools  

Students (m / f)
	28,185

1,529

586,533
	13,778

479

405,542
	41,963  (20,286 / 21,677)

2,008  

992,075 (502,055 / 490,020)


          a incl. Waqf and private schools in Jerusalem. 

    (Source: Ministry of Education, Statistics about Palestinian General Education, 2002/2003.)

Distribution of Students per Class / Teacher by Supervising Authority

	Average no. of stu​dents per:
	UNWRA
	Government
	Private
	Total

	
	Class
	Teacher 
	Class
	Teacher 
	Class
	Teacher 
	Class
	Teacher 

	
	45.4
	33.9
	35.4
	22.9
	23.6
	12
	36.4
	23.6


. 

(Source: Ministry of Education, Statistics about Palestinian General Education, 2002/2003.)

( Higher Education and Universities

Universities



        11
(WB: 8; GS: 3) 

(Al-Quds, Al-Quds Open, Bethlehem, Birzeit, Hebron, Hebron Polytechnic, Arab American/Jenin, Nablus, Al-Azhar, Gaza Islamic, and Al-Aqsa)

Students enrolled (1999/2000)
61,605
(male: 34,080, female: 27,525)

Graduates (1999/2000)
 
  8,099 
(male: 4,543, female: 3,556)

Teaching Staff  (1999/2000)
 
  1,956
(male: 1,710, female: 246; with PhD: 994)

Teacher-Student ratio (average)
      30

Degrees  (students enrolled)

Dipl. (765), BA (58,722), Higher Diploma (506), MA (1,612)

University Colleges 


        5
(WB: 4; GS: 1) 

Students enrolled (1999/2000)
  4,381
(male: 1,561, female: 2,820)

Graduates (1999/2000)
  
    747 
(male: 372, female: 375)

Teaching Staff  (1999/2000)
 
    201
(male: 173, female: 28; with PhD: 23)

Teacher-Student ratio (average)
       4

Degrees  (students enrolled)

 BA (3.998), Higher Diploma (74), MA (72)

Community Colleges  (up to diploma)
      25


Students enrolled (1999/2000)
5,157
(male: 2,388, female: 2,769)

Graduates (1999/2000)
  
1,780
(male: 722, female: 1,058)

Teaching Staff  (1999/2000)
     
486
(male: 303, female: 135)

Teacher-Student ratio (average)
13

Degrees  

  
Diploma

(Source: PA Min. of Higher Education, Statistical Yearbook of Palestinian Higher Education Institutions, 1999/2000; website.)

( Vocational Training
Students
4,308
 

Schools
     65
(WB: 60; GS: 5) 
by streams 
Industrial
     8
(WB: 7; GS: 1)




Agricultural    2
(WB: 1; GS: 1)







Commercial  46
(WB: 45; GS: 1)







Religious
     8
(WB: 6; GS: 2)







Hotel 
     1
(WB: 1; GS: -)
 (Source: Ministry of Education, Statistics about Palestinian General Education, 2002/2003.)

Recommended Research Sources:

http://www.birzeit.edu/links/snu.html (BZU educational links)
http://www.mohe.gov.ps/ (Min. of Higher Education)

http://www.pcbs.org/inside/selcts.htm (Education Statistics)
http://www.moe.gov.ps/  (Min. of Education)

Diwan, Ishac & R. A. Shaban (eds.). Development Under Adversity. MAS and World Bank, 1999 (see chapter on Education).

Nasur, Fathiyeh. Preliminary Vision of a Palestinian Education System. BZU, Center for Research and Documentation, 1993.

Rigby, Andrew. Palestinian Education: The Future Challenge. Jerusalem: PASSIA, 1995.
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