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	6.  Land and Settlements 


( Background 

With the signing of the Oslo Accords the Palestinians agreed to defer all difficult issues, incl. settlements, to a later stage in exchange for an Israeli commitment to disengage from the OPT and preserve the territorial integrity of the WBGS. This, although the Oslo Accords include a broad range of protective measures for the settlements and settlers – such as their exclusion from Palestinian jurisdiction, blanket limitations on Palestinian land use near settlements as well as Israeli control over land registration, zoning and security. Israel has continued to take unilateral actions, all of which are aimed at creating more irreversi​ble facts on the ground in violation of international law. 

( Settler Population

· Jewish settlers comprise less than 8% of the total Israeli-Jewish population and less than 4%, if the settlers in occupied East Jerusalem are excluded (PASSIA, Settlements Special Bulletin, 2001).
· Israeli settlers constitute 9-10% of the total West Bank population, and only 0.6% of the Gaza population. (PASSIA, Settlements Special Bulletin, 2001).
· About 50% of the settlers live in only 8 settle​ments. (FMEP, Nov.-Dec. 2001).
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 In July 2002, the Israeli Interior Ministry reported that the settler population had grown by 10,847 since June 2001 to a total of 218,862, constituting a 5.2% increase (2000: 7.8%), mostly due to natural growth.
·  FMEP puts the total settler population in the WBGS (excl. Jerusalem) in 2001 at 213,672. (FMEP, Special Report, Israeli Settlements in the Occupied Territories, March 2002).
· According to B’Tselem, there are 380,000 settlers in the West Bank and Jerusalem. (B’Tselem, Land Grab. Draft Report, May 2002).
· 42% of the West Bank settlers are of Israeli origin, 35% of European/US, 11% of Asian and 12% of African origin. (PALDIS, Ideological Settlement in the West Bank, Report, July 2002).
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In July 2002, a Peace Now study of settler attitudes towards withdrawal from the OPT showed that 68% of the settlers would obey a democratic decision for withdrawal, only 6% would resist such an order, and 2% would resist with all means.
· Israel’s structural plan for the year 2020 foresees an in​crease in the settler population in the West Bank, which will reach 310,000.

Settler Population by Settlements (Settlement Blocs), as of Dec. 2000

	Settlement
	Population


	Increase over 1999 in %
	Settlement
	Population


	Increase over 1999 in %

	Alfei Menache
	4,776
	3.66
	Har Hevron
	4,344
	2.35

	Ariel
	16,511
	7.11
	Hebron
	479
	6.44

	Benyamin
	26,684
	8.43
	Kadumim
	2,874
	4.2

	Bet El
	2,375
	2.84
	Karne Shomron
	6,169
	5.41

	Betar Illit
	15,779
	2.5
	Kiryat Arba
	5,842
	2.25

	Efrat
	6,556
	3.08
	Kiryat Sefer
	16,075
	28.18

	Elkana
	3,221
	1.64
	Ma’ale Adumim
	26,104
	4.74

	Emmanuel
	3,537
	-1.75
	Ma’ale Efraim
	1,679
	1.94

	Gaza
	6,971
	5.5
	Megillot
	923
	4.17

	Gush Etzion (Bloc)
	9,927
	9.35
	Oranit
	4,920
	6.35

	Givat Ze’ev
	10,469
	2.7
	Shomron
	17,821
	6.3

	Jordan Valley
	3,355
	1.94
	Total
	203,068
	8.26

	Har Adar
	1,482
	3.7
	
	
	


(Source: Israeli Interior Ministry, quoted in Al-Quds, 9 March 2001).

( Number of Settlements and Other Illegal Israeli Structures
· While it is has become nearly impossible to keep up with the current accelerated expansion and creation of illegal Israeli settlements, PALDIS recently put the total figure of residential settlement sites in the West Bank at 174, excl. paramilitary and military installations. (PALDIS, Ideological Settlement in the West Bank, Report, July 2002). 

· According to Peace Now there are 145 settlements in the WBGS, 125 of which are designated as being National Prior​ity A, while the FMEP counts 157 settlement locations, 130 in the West Bank, 11 in Jerusalem, and 16 in Gaza (FMEP Settlement Report, March 2002). The PCBS identifies 258 Jewish built-up areas, 242 in the West Bank and 16 in Gaza (PCBS, Land Use Statistics, 1999-2000), and ARIJ counts 223 (ARIJ,GIS Database, 2002).
· Peace Now aerial surveys showed that since the Sharon govt. was established (Feb. 2001) and Sept. 2002 at least 56 new outposts have been established in the West Bank, most of them ca. 700 m away from an existing settlement. 
· In July 2002, the Israeli Defense Ministry acknowledged 69 outposts established since 1996, of which 34 had been established during the previous 12 months. Peace Now puts the figure since 1996 at 106 (as of Oct. 2002).
· Settlement boundaries enclose almost 10% of the West Bank total area, although built-up settlement areas occupy only 1.4%. (FMEP, Special Report, Israeli Settlements in the Occupied Territories, March 2002).

· West Bank settlements are administered by 23 local authorities: 3 municipalities (Ariel, Ma’ale Adumim and Betar Illit), 6 regional councils (incl. 106 settlements) and 14 local councils. (B’Tselem, Land Grab. Draft Report, May 2002).
( Land Confiscation 1 dunum = ¼ acre or 1000 m2
· Before the War of 1948, Palestinians owned about 87.5% of the total area of Palestine (26,323,000 dunums or 26,323 km2), while Jews owned 6.6% of the total lands. The remaining 5.9% was ‘state land’ as classi​fied by the Brit​ish Mandate. (British Government, A Survey of Palestine, 1945-1946).
· Since June 1967, the Israeli occupation authorities have expropriated some 79% of the WBGS territory. Of these areas, some 44% were taken for ‘military purposes’, 20% for ‘security’ reasons, 12% for ‘public use’ (e.g., ‘Green Ar​eas’), and 12% because the owners were ‘absent’. 

· Some 2.34 million dunums or 42% of the West Bank (excl. Jerusalem, no-man’s land, and the Dead Sea waters) are currently under the jurisdiction of settlements; 96,000 dunums of these are within built-up areas while the remainder serves as future land reserves for settlement extension. (B’Tselem, Land Grab. Draft Report, May 2002).
Area of Settlements (in dunums)

	
	West Bank
	Jerusalem Metropolis
	Total in % of the West Bank area

	Settlement municipal boundaries

 - of which built-up area: 
	248,300

62,600
	129,400

34,300
	6.8

1.7

	Additional area included in jurisdiction of regional councils

(= future land reserves)
	1,876,000
	90,000
	35.1

	Total area under control of settlements 
	2,125,900
	220,000
	41.91


1  amounting to 5,608,000 dunums, incl. annexed Jerusalem but excl. no-man’s land and the proportionate area of the Dead Sea. 

Source: B’Tselem, Land Grab. Draft Report, May 2002.

( Bypass Roads

· Bypass roads circumvent Palestinian towns and villages and link the various Israeli settlements to one another as well as to Israel proper. The main rationale behind these roads is the ‘security’ of the settlers, but they also serve the purpose of dividing the West Bank into isolated ‘bantustans’. Bypass roads are under Israeli control and entail a 50-75-m buffer zone on each side of the road in which no construc​tion is allowed.
· The Israeli Defense Ministry has spent NIS 250 million on the construction of bypass roads in the past three years; in Aug. 2002, construction of four new bypass roads was inititated costing a total of NIS 150 million.
( Housing Starts and Construction

· Housing starts in settlements dropped from 4,793 (2,743 were public housing) in 2000 to 1,597 in 2001 (764 public) and to 412 in the first quarter of 2002, compared to 510 in the first quarter of 2001. (Israeli Housing Min., quoted in Ha’aretz, 30 Sept. 2002).
· In the first eight months of 2002, the Israel Lands Authority approved 680 land deals in settlements, compared to 11,311 throughout the entire country, i.e. representing some 6% of all the deals. In 2001, 1,950 deals were approved in settlements (14%) and in 2000, 2,789 (12.5%). (Ha’aretz, 30 Sept. 2002).
· Between June 1967 and Oct. 2001, 53,121 dwelling units were completed in WBGS settlements (excl. Jerusalem), 20,371 of these after the DoP. As of June 2001, 6,593 dwelling units were under construction (FMEP, July-Aug. 2002).
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Source: Peace Now; for 2001 and 2002: Israeli Housing Min.)
( Israeli Government Spending

· Govt. expenditure includes - besides high security costs - low purchase prices, mortgage grants (up to 95% of the cost), Priority ‘A’ categorization (for state-subsi​dized benefits and incentives such as tax breaks, free schooling and school busing, and business grants). 

· Financial benefits and incentives are provided by six ministries, incl. Housing and Construction Min. (e.g., loans for the purchase of apartments), Education Min. (e.g., free pupils’ transportation, incentives for teachers), Industry and Trade Min. (grants for investors), Labor and Social Affairs Min. (incentives for social workers), Finance Min. (income tax reduction), and the Israel Lands Authority - accountable to the Min. of National Infrastructure – (price reduction in land leasing). (B’Tselem, Land Grab. Draft Report, May 2002).
· On 5 May 2002, the Knesset approved NIS 30 million for settlement related purposes - NIS 17.5 million for agriculture in the Jordan Valley, NIS 8.5 million in grants to young people settling in the Jordan Valley and the Golan Heights and NIS 3.76 million for beefing up security (Ha’aretz).
· General grants: In average, the govt. provided to local councils NIS 2,224 per resident in settlements but only NIS 1,336 per resident inside Israel; to regional councils the numbers were NIS 4,006 and NIS 1,498 respectively.
Govt. investment: In average, the govt. spent NIS 1,500 per resident in settlements and NIS 1,100 per resident inside Israel.
Govt. funding to municipalities: During 1990-99, NIS 3,679 were spent per resident in settlements as compared to NIS 2,308 per resident in ‘Development Towns’ and NIS 1,458 per resident inside Israel. (B’Tselem, Land Grab. Draft Report, May 2002).
( Palestinian (PA) Territories

Total Area of Palestinian Governorates (in km2)

	Gover-norate
	Total Area
	Palestinian Built-up
	Built-up in Israeli settlements
	Gover-norate
	Total Area
	Palestinian Built-up
	Built-up in Israeli settlements

	Jenin

Tubas

Tulkarm

Qalqilya

Salfit

Nablus 

Ramallah

Jerusalem1
	583

402

246

166

204

605

855

345
	56

9.2

39.1

17.3

16.9

50.8

86.6

38.6
	2.8

3.6

1.9

9.2

12

9.4

22.7

30.2
	Jericho

Bethlehem

Hebron

North Gaza

Gaza

Deir Balah

Khan Younis

Rafah
	593

659

997

61

74

58

108

64
	15.7

47.7

154

9.8

21.2

6.8

10.1

5.9
	13.2

14.5

8.8

2.5

1.7

0

11.1

2.4


           (Source: PCBS, Land Use Statistics, 1999-2000.)
1 excl. the annexed part.

Land Use (in km2)

	
	Total km2
	Cultivated
	Forest
	Palestinian 

Built-up
	Built-up in Israeli settlements
	Other ** 

	WB
	5,655
	1,388.2
	87.6
	531.9
	128.3
	3.519

	GS
	365
	126.6
	3.2
	53.8
	17.7
	163.7

	Total
	6,020
	1,514.8
	90.8
	585.7
	146
	3,682.7


(Source: PCBS, 2000.) 




 ** Incl.: meadows, pastures, fallow and heath lands.

Palestinian Territories: Areas A, B, C

As of Nov. 2001, the Israeli-Palestinian interim accords have given the Palestinians self-rule in some 60% of the Gaza Strip and about 37% of the WB (17.2% Area A and 23.8% Area B).

 

Oslo II, 1995
           Wye River, 1998
     Sharm El-Sheikh, 1999
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http://www.peace-now.org/  (Peace Now Israel) or http://www.peacenow.org/ (American Peace Now)

http://www.opendemocracy.net/debates/article.jsp?id=2&debateId=45&articleId=631
http://www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/Senate/7891/index_zion2.html
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Growth of the Settler Population (excl. East Jerusalem)








(Sources: Report on Israeli Settlement, FMEP; Peace Now, Israeli CBS.)
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