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	12. Society & Living Conditions


( General Social Features 
           



           West Bank
               Gaza
       WBGS (Average)
Type of household (%) - 1997
Nuclear family:
74.0

71.8

73.2




Extended family:
21.7

25.3

23.0




Composite family:
  0.6

  0.3

  0.5




One person:
  3.7

  2.6

  3.3

Average Household Size (persons) - 2002:
  5.7

  6.8

6.1

Average housing density (persons/room) - 2000
  --

  --

  1.91

Fertility rate (2002): 


 5.5
   
  6.8

5.9

Marriages registered (Shari’a & Churches)
(2000):




23,890
First cousin marriages – 1997 (%):

27.2

31.6

Marriages within extended family – 1997 (%):
47.4

51.8

Polygamous marriages – 1997  (%):

  3

  4.4

Median age at 1st marriage (years) (2002):   male: 
24.6

23.6

24.2




   female: 
19,1 

18.8

19

Divorces (Shari’a) (2000):


2,120 

1,426

3,546

Religion:

Muslims 
  (Sunni Islam, representing Shafe’i, Hanafi, Hanbali and Malki schools) 

WBGS
97%

Christians (concentrated in Jerusalem, Beit Jala, Beit Sahur, Bethlehem and Ramallah;
   
WBGS 
3%


  (main denominations: Greek Orthodox - ca. 52.2%, Latin - 30%, Catholic - 6%)    
incl. Diaspora: 10%

(Sources: PCBS, Statistics on Demography, and Household Goods and Public Services, 1997, and updates, where available) 

(Households and Living Standards     
· In 2002, 92.3% of WBGS households owned a fridge and 87.5% a washing machine. Some 99% of the households were connected to electricity; in 2002, 85.5% to a public water network, and 43.9% to public sewerage. (PCBS).

( Women
· In 1995, 7.7% of all Palestinian households were headed by a female compared to 10.1% in the year 2001. (PCBS, Child Statistics Series, no. 5, 2002).
· Women account for only some 12% of the formal labor force, where they are concentrated in the services sector. Women comprise only a small ratio in most professions, excluding teaching; in 1999 women comprised only 2.9% of judges, 7.7% of the trade professionals, 7.4% of lawyers, and 20% of journalists (Source: PCBS Gender Statistics, 1999.)
· The percentage of female participation in the total fertility rate for the age group 15-19 years dropped from 9.4 % in 1995 to 6.5% in 1999.
Recommended Research Sources:

http://www.birzeit.edu/crdps/  (BZU, Center for Research and Documentation of Palestinian Society)

http://www.pcbs.org/inside/selcts.htm (see ‘Gender Statistics’; and ‘Living Conditions’)

http://www.fafo.no/pub/151.htm and http://www.fafo.no/pub/242.htm  (FAFO reports on the Palestinian society)

Abu Amr, Ziad. Islamic Fundamentalism in the West Bank and Gaza. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1994.

Abu Libdeh,H., S.Tamari, et al. Survey of the Occupied Territories. Oslo: Norwegian Institute of Social Sciences, 1993.

Graham-Brown, Sarah. Palestinians and Their Society 1880-1946. A Photographic Essay. London: Quartet Books, 1980.

Heiberg, Marianne & Geir Ovensen, eds. Palestinian Society. In Gaza, West Bank and Arab Jerusalem - A Survey of Living Conditions. Oslo: FAFO-Report 151, 1993 (http://www.fafo.no/engelsk/pub/index.htm).

Nakhleh, Khalil & Elia Zureik, eds. The Sociology of the Palestinians. London: Croom Helm, 1980. 

Sana Asi, Palestinian Women’s Status. PCBS, April 1998.

Shaban, Radwan A. Living Standards in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. Ramallah: MAS, 1997.
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