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	10. Health


· Infant mortality rate dropped from 27.3 per 1,000 live births in the period 1990-94 to 25.5 (1995-99).

· Under five-child mortality rate dropped from 33.2 per 1,000 live births in the period 1990-94 to 28.7 (1995–99).

· Major causes of child mortality (death under the age of five years) in Palestine are road and domestic accidents, including poisoning, congenital anomalies, and diarrhea diseases, while infant mortality (death under the age of one year) is caused primarily by congenital anomalies, ARI/pneumonia, and pre-maturity.
Hospitals & Clinics, WBGS

	
	Hospitals
	Hospital Beds
	Primary Health Clinics

	
	Gov’t
	NGO
	Total
	Gov’t
	NGO
	Total
	Gov’t
	NGO1
	Total

	WB
	9
	34
	43
	1,098
	1,357
	2,455
	383
	148
	531

	GS
	5
	6
	11
	1,048
	268
	1,316
	31
	35
	66

	Total
	14
	40
	54
	2,146
	1,625
	3,771
	414
	183
	597


1 Incl. UNRWA




(Source: PCBS, Health Statistics, 1999-2001.)

To date, 15 on-duty medical personnel have been killed by the Israeli army during the current Intifada and over 250 have been injured. Furthermore, 25 PRCS ambulances were destroyed and countless others damaged and there were over 430 incidents where PRCS ambulances were denied access at roadblocks; 71 people have died due to prevention of access to medical treatment. (Palestine Monitor, Intifada Fact Sheet, as of Nov. 25, 2002).

There has been enormous pressure on the health sector due to the high numbers of injured in the Intifada. The extra cost in the health sector during the first 19 months of the Intifada were estimated at US$30 million. (PECDAR, People Under Siege, April 2002).

The Social Services sector (education, health, social affairs) contributes around 23% of the GDP but has, due to the ongoing closure, suffered losses estimated at US$586 million. (PECDAR, People Under Siege, April 2002).
Recommended Research Sources:

http://www.pcbs.org/english/health/health.htm  (PCBS Health Statistics)

http://www.hdip.org  (Health, Development, Information and Policy Institute)

http://www.pna.org/moh/ (PA Ministry of Health)

http://www.gcmhp.net/main.htm (Gaza Community Mental Health Program)

http://icph.birzeit.edu/index.htm (BZU, Department of Public and Community Health)

http://www.upmrc.org/  (Union of Palestinian Medical Relief Committees)

http://www.hrcp.org/ (Health Resources Center for Palestine)
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