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Summary:
At a moment of conflict and uprisings, the Arab hirak (Sadiki 2015) is launching a new dawn of peo-
ple-driven change. Its embers under the ashes of unruliness and protest radiate a new becoming of
peoples, moralities, identities and thought with which to reclaim and reconstruct the ‘broken’ politics
across the region.

Examining a Middle East torn asunder by nearly-unprecedented violence, ideological polarization, hu-
manitarian catastrophes, and still-simmering public discontent, this symposium will serve as a moment
of scholarly “stock-taking” of socio-political transitions nearly six years into the Arab Spring. Empirical
observations—on security, resurgent religion, popular mobilization, authoritarian comebacks, region-
al-global dynamics, and the pace and scope of change-will open up possibilities for theoretical pro-
jections by invited guests. The symposium will be comprised of a set of dialogues among indigenous
scholarly voices seeking to map and assess conflicting trends within and across the region’s states and
societies. Uncertainty and inconclusiveness appear to rule the day in Egypt, Lebanon, Libya, Syria,
Tunisia, Yemen, and the Gulf States. The exploratory (academic) conversations here can be a start-
ing-point for systematically interpreting the seeming paradoxes of a Middle East in the throes of dizzy-
ing transformation.

We aim to engage in a brainstorming-led workshop, intended to share ideas on some of the most sem-
inal themes in the Arab and Middle East region today. The list of themes is not exhaustive and the idea
is to have a set of open-ended, preliminary conversations. This is done through a set of interrogations,

revisions, and creative proposals for unlocking tentative thoughts — rather than answers — about how to
address areas of silence and puzzles about where the region may be heading.



Questions and Aims:

* How might we define and contextualize the current political moment?

» Al-hirak (Sadiki, 2015) is a concept embedding new politics of motion, transformation, travel of
ideas and peoples, agency, resistance, rebellion, and rethinking. How can the notion of al-hirak be
epistemologically and theoretically harnessed in order to frame the problematic of change, “ruly”
and “unruly”, civic and uncivil, bottom-up and top-down?

* How does the new politics of al-hirak encompass the full gamut of the possibilities, reversals, break-
downs and modes of resistance, intellectual and political?

*  Where can we situate al-hirak’s opportunities and/or perils in the current historical moment?

* What forces, discourses and voices drive state and non-state manifestations of al-hirak and what
responses are they eliciting?

* How have Arab academics adapted to the emerging context and attendant dyads of power-knowl-
edge, state-society, and people-rulers?

* How might our tentative socio-political readings of phenomena inform conceptions of the key trends
driving the reshaping of the existing state-of-play in the region?

Learning Outcomes:

1. Bridging theoretical propositions and empirical insights about politics, with special reference to Arab
and Middle Eastern contexts.

2. Mapping out the political landscape through a stress on key political phenomena driving political

thought and practice in the region.

Situating political thought and practice in comparative and conceptual terms.

Outlining emerging political trends and the brand of identity-making processes they entail.

Reflecting on political strategies and the type of attendant knowledge-practices at the heart of so-

cio-political change.

or®

Target Audience:

» Qatar University community.

» Graduate and undergraduate students across the fields of political science, public policy and plan-
ning, sociology, law, the humanities, etc... .

* Policymakers and journalists.

* Researchers in Doha.

Deliverables:

» Aset of articles for an Arabic-language journal, such as Al-Mustaqgbal al-‘Arabi.

* An Arabic-language book (targeting Al-Saqi Publishers).

Format:

* Symposium language: Arabic (bilingual interaction is possible).

» 20-minute panel presentations followed by discussant critique and Q&A session.
* Special session on Tunisia’s Truth and Dignity Commission.

» Closing Q&A session in which students engage select conference speakers.

Keywords: Middle East, Arab homeland, al-hirak, revisions, reversals, knowledge and power, culture
and power, state-society relations, power politics, top-down change, bottom-up change, theory and
practice, Islamism, democracy, democratization, people, political trends, Arab Spring, uprisings, Iranian
nuclear agreement.
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Day 1: Wednesday, 21 December 2016

Session Title and Time Speaker

Welcome and Opening Dr. Rashid Al-Kuwari, Dean, College of Arts and Sciences
Remarks Prof. Ahmed Ibrahim, Head, Department of International Affairs
8:00-8:10

Coffee/Refreshments 8:10-8:30

In Search of A Conceptual | Prof. Larbi Sadiki, Department of International Affairs
Framework: Theory,

Practice and Research How can political science address the silences with respect to the opportunities
and perils, implications, advances and reversals of the current “historical mo-
8:30-9:00 ment”, in the context of the Arab Spring (AS)? What better way to try to explain

and deconstruct what has been emerging across Arab countries since 2011 in

the realm of thought and practice than to turn to political science (PS) - and more
generally to the social sciences and humanities? Yet a plethora of apparent “gaps”
are today screaming for scholarly attention by PS in Arab academia. These gaps
thus far point to the inability of this dynamic field of knowledge to do two things: 1)
anticipate political happenings in the Arab Homeland, namely, grand-scale events
of which the Arab uprisings are a prime example; and 2) re-contextualize PS in a
fashion that makes it amenable to developing and testing theories that speak to
the “locale”.

The opening session briefly addresses these issues. It problematizes the opera-
tionalization of PS (in the realm of theory) and its practice (in statecraft), by way
of reference not only to political reversals and contradictions in the Middle East
region, but also to areas of silence in need of close scholarly scrutiny.

Research Centers and What is the functional role of research centers and think tanks in offering analy-
Politics ses, projections, and outlooks regarding the politics of the region and emerging
9:00-10:30 trends?

This panel is an attempt to explore the Arab political scene since the outbreak of
the Arab Spring, through readings offered by three different research centers:

Moderator: Prof. Adnan « Al Jazeera Center for Studies, (Arab and international focus)
Hayajneh, Department of |,  1n¢ pajestinian Academic Society for the Study of International Affairs
International Affairs (PASSIA) (Palestine focus)

* The Omran Center for Strategic Studies (Syria focus)

Dr. Mahdi Abdul-Hadi, Palestinian Academic Society for the Study of
International Affairs
Arab Research Centers: A View from Palestine

Dr. Salah Eddin Elzein, Director, Al Jazeera Center for Studies
Arab Research Centers: Roles, Opportunities, and Challenges

Dr. Ammar Kahf, Omran Center for Strategic Studies
The Fluidity of the Syrian Scene: Challenges in Restoring State Institutions

The Arab State: Making Among the most visible regressions in the region have been the fluctuating turns
vs. Un-Making of the Arab state. The interventions in this panel shed further light on this prob-
lematic to diagnose the questions and issues at hand, also offering projections of
10:30-12:00 possible scenarios and solutions.
Prof. Abdelkhaleq Abdallah, United Arab Emirates University
Moderator: Dr. Suzanne The Arab Nation-State: Factors of Breakdown and Un-Making

Hammad, Gulf Studies Prof. Shafeeq Ghabra, Kuwait University

The Arab State: Between Breakdown and Reconstruction

Dr. Salah Ziani, University of Algiers
State-building and Security Sector Accountability in the Arab Maghreb

Discussant 1: Prof. Mohammad al-Misfir,
Department of International Affairs, Qatar University

Discussant 2: Dr. Youcef Bouandel,
Department of International Affairs, Qatar University

Discussant 3: Mr. Haoes Taguia, Al Jazeera Center for Studies




Religion: Systemic vs. The persistence of religious discourse and activism, “formal” and “informal”, tran-

Anti-Systemic scends the conventional wisdom that relegates religious discourses, activism, and
movements to “tradition” or relies on modern vs. traditional categorizations (liber-
12:00-1:30 al, conservative, radical, reformist, etc.). Politico-religious activism is not the kind
of variable made to be dependent on such binary categorizations, filtered through
Moderator: Dr. Hatoon a Western developmentalist “prism” and “mindset”. The aim here is to delve deep-
Al-Fassi, Department of er into Arab realities and contexts to flesh out a not-so-contingent interpretation of
International Affairs religion with attendant dichotomous classifications — dependent on the Western

conception of the place of religion in “the political” spectrum. Thus this session
seeks to define the sources of religious movements and activism-led change (ruly
and unruly, peaceful and violent, systemic and anti-systemic). What are the addi-
tional tools one must use to explain the rise and persistence of competing types
of religious “activisms™? Why do they engage “the political” as they do: violently or
peacefully, through the bullet and the ballot?

Dr. Saoud Al-Mawla, Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies, Beirut
Salafism as a New Doctrine: Foundations, Dilemmas, and Problematics

Dr. Muhammad Abu Rumman, Center of Strategic Studies, University of Jordan
Salafists and the Arab Spring

Dr. Amel Boubeker

Doha Institute for Graduate Studies

The Test of Power: Between Religion and the State

Discussant 1: Dr. Noureddin Miladi, Mass Communication, Qatar University
Discussant 2: Dr. Ali Al-Shawi, Sociology, Qatar University

Lunch 1:30-2:30

Islamists and Since the advent of the Arab Spring, Islamists seem to have had electoral suc-
Governance: the “Test” cesses, reversing past experience of the ballot:
and Contest of Power | 1. Either self-control and a tendency to voluntarily downsize their winning poten-

tial, by limiting the opportunity to seek electoral victories (Egypt vs. Algeria);
2. Rejection of the electoral standard of “one person, one vote, one time” such
2:30-4:00 as in Jordan.
In the context of the Arab Spring, a new hypothesis, still in need of longitudinal
testing, seems to be coming to the fore. Faced with a real opportunity to share in
the process of statecraft and state-making, Islamists (Tunisia, Morocco, Pales-
tine), seem to have assumed a “pragmatic” stance (“Islam is the solution” is no
longer a declared mantra). Islamists have accepted the principle of political part-
nership in a state (previously rejected as “secularist” or un-Islamic), and display
stocks of moderation in the bid to context free and fair elections, not necessarily
to win elections as much as to build a capacity for self-reproduction. What are the
brands of moderating strategies adopted by Islamists? Does moderation serve
self-reproduction? Has the contest over power necessitated moderation as the
route to electoral success? Is it a case of moderation first and electoral success
second? Or vice versa?

Dr. Abdelmawgoud Dardery, Former Muslim Brotherhood MP, Egypt
The Test of Power: The Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt, Reversals and Revisions

Mr. Mohssen Moufidi, Justice and Development Party, Morocco
“The Test” of Power in Morocco: Specifications, Gains, and the Question of
Successful Democratic Transition.

Mr. Lotfi Zitoun, Nahda, Tunisia
Nahda’s Experiment in Governance

Discussant 1: Prof. Tijani Abdulkadir, College of Shari’ah, Qatar University

Discussant 2: Dr. Assem Dandashly,
Department of International Affairs, Qatar University

Coffee Break: 4:00-4:15

Moderator: Dr. Bakeel
Al-Zandani, Department of
International Affairs, Qatar
University




Iran’s Role in the Region

4:15-5:45

Moderator:

Dr. Abdulnasser Alyafei,
Head of Social Sciences
Department, Qatar Univer-
sity

The US-Iran nuclear deal is quasi-seismic. It is a feature of the cascading
changes that are helping drive the mapping out of new posturing, alliance- and
counter-alliance building in the region. It represents a watershed in the region’s
international relations (IR). The key question to be considered here is not whether
Iran’s hi-tech industry is relatively more equipped, or its polity partly more rep-
resentative, than those of its Arab regional competitors. Rather, what is at issue
here is whether the normalization of US-Iran relations favors Iran’s geostrategic,
economic and political status in the region. That is, at the expense of Iran’s rival,
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, especially in theatres such as Syria, Lebanon, Iraq,
Syria and Yemen.

Dr. Ibrahim Fraihat, Doha Institute for Graduate Studies
The Future of the Iranian Nuclear Agreement After Trump’s Election Victory

Dr. Fatima Alsmadi, Al Jazeera Center for Studies
The Iranian Nuclear Agreement: Winners and Losers

Discussant 1: Dr. Abdullah Baabood, Gulf Studies, Qatar University

Discussant 2: Dr. Mahjoob Zweiri, Gulf Studies, Qatar University
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Day 2: Thursday, 22 December 2016

Session Title and Time Speakers
War and Peace: Security vs. | Al-hirak (peoplehood), a derivative of the Arab Spring, is janus-faced. One fac-
Terrorism et is that capacity in which it has problematized and “revolutionized” the ideo-

logical and conceptual map of the Middle East. Concepts valorizing karamah,
hurriyyah, dimugqrtiyyah, thawrah, watan, silimiyyah have tended to prevail in
8:30-10:00 the battle for hearts and minds. Another, is how al-hirak has presented radical
forces and discourses with openings to demand “totalizing” solutions (khila-
fa-type suggestions) coupled with a bent for coercion as vs. the voluntarist
morality and identity emblematic of the AS. At once, al-hirak conflates revolu-
tionary movement and motion that at once favour civic cohabitation with the
state and violent and anti-systemic strategies to erode the state.To what extent
does the historical moment in which authoritarian states lose or loosen their
domineering grip on society spawn at once the diametrically opposed forces
and discourses of civism and un-civility?

Dr. Faycal Cherif,
High Institute for Contemporary Tunisian History, University of Manuba, Tunisia

Military Doctrine and Middle Eastern Conflicts: Between Regime and National
Loyalty

Dr. Dania Koleilat Khatib,
Al-Istishari Strategy Center for Future and Strategic Studies, UAE
The Social and Economic Effects of the Region’s Militarization

Discussant 1: Dr. Mohammad al-Kuwari, Head of Humanities Department,
Qatar University

Discussant 2: Dr. Zoheir Hamedi, Department of International Affairs,
Qatar University

Moderator: Dr. Farhan Chak,
Department of International
Affairs, Qatar University

Discussant 3: Dr. Mahfoud Amara, Sports Sciences, Qatar University

Language and Power The Arab Spring marks both a temporal and spatial context for re-situating the
dialectics of power-language and power-knowledge. One hypothesis may be
cast here by noting how the vying for subversion or reproduction of power has
10:00-11:30 exhibited itself in new forms of social action and use of public discourse by ac-
tivists, politicians, opinion-formulators, policy-makers and rulers. In the context
of the Arab Spring (AS), the bid to reconstitute identity and enact “peoplehood”
has set in motion dynamically and socially constructed “re-formation” and
“re-framing” of power relations previously engendered through regimes of hier-
archy, oppression and untruth...How is speaking power to truth being enacted
discursively to resist injustice and unbridled authoritarianism? If the subversion
or reproduction of power is a social construct, how is it then enacted differently
both as socio-political acts and as a discourse of power (democratic, Islamic,
feminist, leftist, pan-Arab)?

Dr. Ghada Khalil, University of Jordan

The Slogans of the Arab Spring: Psychological, Social, and Economic
Significations

Moderator: Dr. Mbarek Ha-
noun, Arabic, Qatar Univer-
sity

Dr. Haitham Sarhan, Deprtment of Arabic Language, Qatar University
The Spread of the Arabic Language in the Old World

Dr. Hafid Alaoui, Deprtment of Arabic Language, Qatar University
Politics, Language, and Argumentative Discourse

Discussant 1: Dr. Mounira Gannouni, Deprtment of Arabic Language,
Qatar University

Discussant 2: Dr. Abduljalil Al soufi, Department of International Affairs,
Qatar University
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Lunch 11:30-12:00

Special Lunch Session:
Tunisia’s Truth and Dignity
Commission

12:00-1:00

Moderator: Dr. Hela Min-
niaoui, Gulf Studies Center,
Qatar University

Tunisia made history as the birthplace of the Arab Spring(AS), followed by
democratizing milestones including a democratic constitution (2014) and
democratically elected parliament (2011 and 2014) and president (2014-15). In
2016, a la South Africa, Tunisia’s truth dignity commission is making waves on
two fronts: 1) establishing the right to truth, 2) preservation of national memoe
ry of past human rights abuses . This is reasoned as the way forward for the
greater sake of reconciliation and conflict resolution.

Dr. Noureddin Miladi, Department of Mass Communication, Qatar University

Mr. Lotfi Zitoun, Nahda Party, Tunisia

Dr. Faycal Cherif, University of Manuba

Discussant: Ms. Haleema Al-Khowar, International Affairs Student, Qatar
University

Islamists and Governance:
The “Test” and Contest of
Power Il

1:00-2:30

Moderator: Dr. Munta-

sir Al-Hamad, Arabic for
Non-Native Speakers Center,
Qatar University

Palestine: Where To?

2:45-4:15

Moderator: Dr. Islah Jad,
Department of International
Affairs, Qatar University

Dr. Haiat Musimi, Islamic Action Front, Jordan

Islamists’ Participation in the 2016 Jordanian Parliamentary Elections: Correct-
ing Course or Easing the Siege?

Mr. Usama Hamdan, Hamas
Hamas and the “Test” of Democracy in the Absence of an Independent State

Discussant 1: Mr. Samir Alhijjawi, Ministry of Culture, Qatar

Discussant 2: Dr. Amani El Jack, Gulf Studies Center, Qatar University

Coffee Break: 2:30-2:45

Is the vision of a two-state solution (remember the 2002 UN resolution 13977)
in Palestine a myth?

Political rhetoric aside, the world has with regular frequency, blocked verifi-
able action that leads to Palestinian statehood. American presidents tend to
argue for Palestinian statehood through negotiations with Tel Aviv, not via the
UN. Palestinians and Arabs, more generally, seem to have cast aside UN
resolutions as a frame of reference for Palestinian statehood. The hypothe-
sis of land for peace has lost steam, it seems: Palestinians keep very little of
Palestine to trade off. Settlements continue unabated. Fatah and Hamas are
pitted against each other. Why has Palestinian statehood ground to a hopeless
halt? Is Palestinian statehood Realpolitik’s biggest deception in modern politi-
cal history? The US supplies Israel’s war machine, finance and veto power. It
gives the Palestinians the “notion” of a “2-state solution”, long edited out of US
foreign policy rhetoric. Palestine: where to?

Dr. Mahdi Abdul Hadi, Head of PASSIA
Palestine and the Narrative of Liberation: “lllusion” or “Reality”?

Dr. Nashaat Aqtash, Birzeit University
Palestine: Where To?

Dr. Bassem Ezbaidi, Department of International Affairs
The Palestine Narrative: Revisions or Reversals?

Discussant 1: Dr. Hassan Barari, Department of International Affairs

Discussant 2: Prof. Mohamed Kirat, Department of Mass Communication,
Qatar University

Closing Session: Student
Q&A with Experts

4:15-5:15

Moderator: Mohammad
Al-Marri, Qatar University
International Affairs Student

Dr. Shafeeq Ghabra, Dr. Haiat Mussimi, Mr. Usama Hamdan, Dr. Ammar
Kahf, Dr. Saoud al-Mawla, Dr. Ghada Khalil
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Dr. Mahdi Abdul-Hadi is Head of the Palestinian Academic Society
for the Study of International Affairs (PASSIA) in Jerusalem, which he
established in 1987. He holds a PhD from the School of Peace Stud-
ies at the University of Bradford (UK). Since 2009, Dr. Abdul Hadi is

a member of the Board of Trustees of hte Yasser Arafat Foundation,
Cairo, and in 2011, he joined the Group of Palestinian Independent
Personalities and has worked toward Palestinian reconciliation. He
has published numerous articles, monographs and essays and edited
several publications, including 700 Years of Palestinian History: A 20th
Century Chronology (2001) and The Palestine Question in Maps 1878-
2014 (2014).
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Prof. Abdulkhaleq Abdulla is a UAE national and retired professor of
Political Science, currently visiting Senior Fellow at LSE and Chairman
of the Arab Council for Social Sciences, who holds a PhD in Political
Science from Georgetown University. He was director of the Gulf Re-
search Unit, Sharjah for ten years. He occasionally teaches a course
for the Masters in Gulf Studies Program at Qatar University. Among his
numerous publications are the book The Gulf Regional System and
more than 50 articles, including the “The Repercussions of the Arab
Spring for the GCC States”. Professor Abdulla writes a monthly op-ed
for the Gulf News.
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Dr. Muhammad Abu Rumman is a researcher at the Center of Stra-
tegic Studies at University of Jordan, a specialist in political theory and
Islamic movements, writer in the Jordanian daily newspaper (Alghad),
and several Arab newspapers and magazines. He holds a doctoral
degree in philosophy and political science from the College of Econom-
ics and Political Science at Cairo University, 2009. His books include /
am Salafist: Research in Realism, Identity and Imagination ( Friedrich
Ebert Foundation, Amman, 2014)and The “Islamic State” Organization:
The Sunni Crisis and the Struggle of Global Jihadism (Friedrich-Ebert
Foundation Amman, 2015) co-authored with Hassan Abu Hanieh.
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Dr. Hafid Ismaili Alaoui is Associate Professor of Linguistics and
Discourse Analysis at Qatar University and the Faculty of Literature and
Humanities, Ibn Zohr University, Agadir/Morocco. He received his PhD
in Linguistics in 2003 with a dissertation on ,Linguistics in contemporary
Arab culture: A critical analytical study of issues of reception and its pro-
blems* (Beirut 2009). Alaoui is the Academic Coordinator of a research
group on language communication and argumentation at the University
of Ibn Zohr. He has published three books and over twenty articles on
Arabic linguistics, epistemology and argumentation theory and the Ara-
bic reception of contemporary Western linguistic theory.
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Dr. Saoud Al-Mawla is a researcher specializing in Islamic thought

and philosophy, sociology of the Arab world, and religious anthropolo-
gy. He holds a PhD in Islamic Civilization and Islamic Studies from the
Sorbonne University (1984). He was a professor at the Social Science
Institute of the Lebanese University until 2013. Currently, Dr. Al-Mawla
is Director of the Translation Unit of the Arab Center for Research and
Policy Studies in Beirut, and in 2013-2014 was a researcher at the Cen-
ter in Doha. He has published very widely, and his latest book is The
Ikhwan and Palestine: From Fatah to Hamas (2016).


http://www.qu.edu.qa/facultyandstaff/welcome/newfac_2012_2013.php
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Dr. Fatima Ahmad Alsmadi is a specialist in Iranian affairs. She is a
senior researcher at the Al Jazeera Center for Studies. She holds her
PhD from Allameh Tabatabaie University ,Tehran, Iran. Her areas of
expertise include: movements and parties, and Iranian affairs.

Her publications include: The Role of Women in Islamic Political Par-
ties: A Comparative Study of Islamic Action Front Party, Jordan, and
Hizbollah Party, Lebanon (Amman, 2005), Iran-US Rapprochement:
Iran’s Future Role,(Editor), (Aljazeera Center for Studies, 2014), and
Political Trends in Iran (Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies,
April 2012).
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Dr. Nashat Aqtash is a Palestinian academic and Associate Professor
of PR & Advertising at Birzeit University, and was chairman of its me-
dia department from 1999-2004. Also GM of the consulting company
Aqgtash PR Co., he appears regularly in international media outlets as

a political analyst. He is currently a presenter of the program “Issues in
the Media” on Al-Quds TV. He has worked at Sharjah University and Al-
Quds University, and helped establish the Islamic University in Gaza’s
media department. His academic work has been published in inter-
national journals including Public Relations Review and International
Journal for Communication Studies
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Dr. Amal Boubekeur researches at the Grenoble Université Pierre-
Mendés in Grenoble and is research associate at the Doha Institute
for Graduate Studies. Her research focuses on Maghreb country poli-
tics, democratization in the Arab world, Euro-Arab/US—Arab relations,
and Islam in Europe. She has been a research associate the Centre
Jacques Berque, a non-resident fellow at the German Institute for
International and Security Affairs (SWP-Berlin), a visiting fellow at the
Brookings Doha Center, a resident scholar at the Carnegie Middle East
Center in Beirut, the head of the Islam and Europe Programme at the
Centre for European Policy Studies in Brussels and a research fellow
at the Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales - Ecole Normale
Supérieure in Paris. She is the author of “Whatever Happened to the
Islamists?,” “European Islam: The Challenges for Society and Public
“Policy,” and “Le voile de la mariée
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Dr. Faycal Cherif earned his PhD from the Sorbonne University in
Paris (2001). He specializes in military and political history, extremism
and terrorism, and geostrategic issues in the Mediterranean basin. As

a political analyst, he contributes frequently to domestic, regional, and
international media outlets. He has taught at the Sorbonne University

in Paris and Mohammad V University in Rabat. Dr. Cherif’'s academic
publications include 20 articles and the book Tunisia During the Second
.(World War: 1938-1948 (Manuba University Press, Tunisia, 2014
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Dr. AbdulMawgoud R. Dardery, known to be an “academic by pro-
fession and a politician by the Arab Spring,” is currently working as a
professor of Islamic and Cultural Studies at Anoka Ramsey College

in Minnesota. He earned his PhD from the University of Pittsburgh on
“Euro-centrism versus Islamism” and taught cultural and Islamic studies
both in the US and the Arab World. After the Arab Spring, he returned to
Egypt and was elected as a Member of the “Parliament of the Revolu-
tion” and served on its Foreign Relations Committee. After the Egyptian
military coup, he had to return to the US to pursue his activist academic
interests.
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Dr. Bassem Ezbidi is an Associate Professor of Intl. Affairs at
Qatar University’s and a specialist in Palestinian politics. He holds
a PhD in Political Science and Public Administration and Policy
from the University of Cincinnati, Ohio (1994), and has taught at
Birzeit University been a researcher at Brookings-Doha. His pub-
lications include work in Al-Mustqgbal al-Arabi and the co-edited
volume Islamism and Post-Islamist Politics (IB Tauris, 2014).
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Ibrahim Fraihat is Associate Professor at the Doha Institute for Gradu-
ate Studies and Georgetown University in Qatar. He previously served
as senior fellow in foreign policy at the Brookings Institution and taught
international conflict resolution at George Washington University and
George Mason University. Dr. Fraihat’'s most recent book is Unfinished
Revolutions: Yemen, Libya. and Tunisia after the Arab Spring (Yale
University Press, 2016). He has a PhD in conflict analysis and resolu-
tion from George Mason University in 2006 and the recipient of George
Mason University’s Distinguished Alumni Award (2014) for his achieve-
ments in the field of conflict resolution.
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Shafeeq N. Ghabra is Professor of Political Science at Kuwait Universi-
ty. BA Georgetown 1975, MA Purdue University( West Lafayyate,1983),
PhD University of Texas Austin 1987. He was the founding president

of the American University of Kuwait 2003-2006; Director of the Ku-
wait Information office in Washington DC From 1998 to 2002, and the
Center of Strategic Studies at Kuwait University (2002-2003). His
most recent publications include: Kuwait and the Dynamics of State and
Society, Afaq Books( Arabic, 2011); Hayat Ghayr Amina (Unsafe Life:
The Generation of Dreams and Disappointments), Beirut, Saqi books,
2012; Kuwait at the Crossroads, Middle East Institute, 2013; “The Egyp-
tian Revolution of 2011” in Routledge Handbook of the Arab Spring, Ed.
Larbi Sadiki, London: Routledge Books, 2015.
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Mr. Usamah Hamdan is a prominent leader in the Palestinian Islamic
Resistance Movement (Hamas) and the head of its external relations.
He participated in the Cairo dialogue between that Palestinian factions
in 2004, as well as most meetings and dialogues between Hamas and
European policymakers. Mr. Hamdan was Hamas'’s representative to
Iran between 1993-1998, and was active in charitable and relief work
in Palestine between 1986-1990. He holds a degree in chemistry from
Yarmouk University in Jordan (1986). Mr. Hamdan is a member of the
Islamic National Conference, the Arab National Conference, and the
Board of Directors of the Quds Foundation. He has contributed to a
number of newspapers, magazines, and journals.
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Strategic Studies, and Board Member of the Syrian Forum. He earned
his Ph.D. in Islamic Studies Interdisciplinary Program, University of
California, Los Angeles with subfield focus: political science, history
and sociology. His dissertation research was entitled: Syrian Authori-
tarianism: Persistence or Change. In 2011-2012 he was the Research
Manager at the Strategic Research and Communications Center in the
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of the National Coalition of Syrian Revolutionary and Opposition Forces
(2012 —2013). Research work focusses on geopolitical political studies,
transitional period comparative studies, local governance, and econom-
ic development.

A 1ac b 130T Cilae ¢ (el ¥ 8 A ) Raalall e 3 sal e Alals Juld 3o o
YAl 5 3 al s s alaial Ll ¢ ykad daals 5 oY) ALl Gaala b i o) a1l and
Caula iy 5 A oall Aall) malie 34 puial) (8 Lehag clld e Bl Apuliadl 5 Apelaia)
oS - N 1 g ol jaigall (g 23 8 S LS Ly uaall o jall el Gaalal
el Y01 e s s e o (il e llod) s o oY) Al po a5 Y00
Ayl Ao sanay Al 4 g )0 831 el 5 ) sam Ll e (51 sall 1gai S

Dr. Ghada Khalil earned her PhD in Arabic Literature from the Univer-
sity of Jordan. She has worked in the Arabic department at Al-Tafeela
Technical University in Jordan and at Qatar University. Dr. Khalil has a
deep interest in women’s literature, along with the political and social
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Dr. Dania Koleilat Khatib received her doctorate in politics from the
University of Exeter in 2014. She is the author of the book The Arab
Lobby and the US: Factors for Success and Failure (Routledge, 2015).
Her core specialty is US-Arab relations. She is the author of numer-
ous articles and papers and has contributed to several conferences
and workshops, including events held by the European Parliament
and NATO. She is on the board of experts of the EU-based think tank
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hari Al Strategy Center for Economic and Future Studies, an Abu Dha-
bi-based think tank.
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Dr Salah Eddin Elzein Mohamed is a Sudanese scholar who currently
serves as Director of Aljazeera Centre for Studies - a think tank of the
Aljazeera Media Network focusing on the geopolitics of the Middle East
and the surrounding regions. Salah holds a PhD from the University

of the Witwatersrand (WITS) in Johannesburg, South Africa where he
taught and worked as a researcher. His research interests focus on
promoting citizenship, particularly with respect to the participation of
disadvantaged sectors of society in policy making processes. He also
has been a regular media contributor and analyst on Arab and African
affairs.
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the Communications Minister and Official Spokesperson for the gov-
ernment. He holds an MA degree in Human Resources Management.
Mr. Moufidi is a member of the PJD’s National Council, and a member
of the Shura Council of the Unity and Reform Movement, and a former
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was also an MP in the 14th. She is a member of the Shura Council of

the Islamic Action Front Party, where she also heads the women’s sec-

tor. Also a member of the International Islamic Forum for Family and
Women, Dr. Musimi is a pharmacist and a mother of five.
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an Writers Association, as well as a recipient of a research grant by the
Arab Fund for Arts and Culture (Horizons) in 2008.
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Prof. Larbi Sadiki is Professor of Political Science at Qatar
University’s Department of International Affairs and editor of
the Routledge series Studies in Middle Eastern Democrati-
zation and Government. His publications include The Search
for Arab Democracy: Discourses and Counter-Discourses
(Columbia University Press, 2004), Rethinking Arab Democ-
ratization: Elections without Democracy (Oxford University
Press, 2009), Routledge Handbook of the Arab Spring:
Rethinking Democratization (Editor, 2015) and articles in nu-
merous journals such as the International Journal of Middle
East Studies, Political Studies, and Journal of North African
Studies. He is currently editing the Routledge Handbook

of Middle East Politics (2018). Sadiki is LPI for an NPRP
research grant on political socialization and democratic
learning produced by the twin transitions of Islam and of
democracy.
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Prof. Salah Ziani is Professor at the Department of Political Science,
Faculty of Law, University of Batna, and at the High School of Political
Science, Algiers, Algeria. He holds a Ph.D. in Political Science from
the University of Batna (2004) and a MSc. Political Science, from the
University of Bristol, UK 1990. He is Director of the Research Center
“Security in the Mediterranean” and Director of the Algerian Journal

of Security and Development. His research fields of interest include
integration in the Maghreb, the Algerian political system, Security in the
.Mediterranean, and civil Society and democratic transitions

29



DuiiaeS Jae | (sl adl ) a5 8 Auagill A8 ja Gt ) cnland) L) (9805 (k]
Gaaly 5300 dedle) dpadd 953 Y IT-Y 00 ) G duadl galea Galad) o)) 5l )l
iy il aal yen Apbail LAl ) jaall a | abaual) gy Uil e a5 A al) CEMAD) b
355 il 2l Aplgnd) sl (0 200l B 055 S Ly A e Bl ay 50 B Y lGe 4l
Gl i il Guma same ga g Y)Y 558 amy diald y ais 85 S Gl pualaa (A
Lotfi Zitoun is currently the political adviser to Nahda Party President
Rachid al-Ghannouchi in Tunisia. He has also served as adviser to
former Prime Minister Hamadi Jebali from 2011-2013. Zitoun is also
a prominent media figure and researcher specializing in international
relations, governance and political history. He is Associate Editor for
the Marased Review, a quarterly historical journal, and has published
several articles in periodicals and Arabic websites. Zitoun frequently
participates in political seminars in Britain and abroad, and has given
many lectures in Tunisia after the Tunisian revolution of 2011, and is a
founding member of the Tunis Center for Prospective Studies.
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