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(Continued from Page One)

carried out their mission without
causing such a large number of casu-
alties,

0 What medical treatment was
given to the wounded, and whether
they were promptly evacuated.

Mitzna said the team is to collect
data and draw conclusions. “We will
not hide anything. We will report
the facts, assessments and conclu-
sions when they are reached,” he
added.

According to Mitzna, a company
of Border Police was sent into Naha-
lin before dawn to carry out arrests,
search for wanted youths, collect in-
telligence information and search
for weapons. The operation, which
also included the neighbouring vil-
lage of Jaba, was overseen by the
area commander from a post over-
looking the villages.

Mitzna said that though the IDF’s
policy has been to stay out of vil-
lages in order to reduce friction with
the local population, it was decided
to enter Nahalin after groups of lo-
cal youths had been involved in
stone- and petrol-bomb-attacks on
Israeli cars travelling on main roads
and in vandalisation of fields and
orchards belonging to settlements in
the neighbouring Etzion Bloc.
Mitzna characterized Nahalin as “a
very violent village, with an extrem-
ist Islamic tendency.”

On the outskirts of the village, the
Border Police encountered stone
roadblocks and youths who “hurled
stones of various types, used other
means at their dipsosal, endanger-
ing the force,” Mitzna said. The en-
suing clash lasted more than half an
hour, leaving four dead and 11
wounded, including two seriously
wounded, and a woman heart pa-
tient who was overcome by tear-gas,

NAHALIN

Mitzna continued. He added that
two of those killed were known ac-

tivists, and one was affiliated with -

the Islamic Resistance Movement
(Hamas), and had been arrested in
the past.

IDF reinforcements were rushed
to Nahalin, a brief curfew was im-
posed, and later troops sealed off
the village and a helicopter circled
overhead.

According to villagers, the clash
followed two days of harassment by
Border Police, who, they said,
broadcast sexual insults at women
over jeep loudspeakers. A delega-
tion of community leaders went to
complain about the Border Police’s
conduct to the Bethlehem military
governor, but received no commit-
ment that the harassment would
stop. On Tuesday, there were scat-
tered stone-throwing clashes with
the Border Police and on Wednes-
day, the Border Police warned that
they would return at night, villagers
said. ’

(Mitzna said no Border Police had
been inside the village in recent
weeks, and that the unit operating
yesterday was brought in from He-
bron, and was not normally sta-
tioned near the village.)

Villagers said that as they com-
pleted pre-dawn prayers at the
mosque at about 4 a.m., they saw a
column of jeeps and scores of Bor-

der Police walking into the village.

According to the villagers, the Bor-
der Police shot tear-gas, rubber bul-
lets and live ammunition without
provocation, firing continuously and
sniping from the upper floor of a
building. Men in civilian clothes

were also seen firing. Passersby .

were shot, as well as persons rushing

‘to tend to the wounded, villagers
said. News of the casualties sparked
stone-throwing clashes with youths,
and men and women also joined the
confrontation.

Fatma Ahmad, 15, who was shot
in the upper back, said at Beit Jalla’s
Hussein Hospital that she had been
hit as she walked out to inquire
about a relative who she heard had
been killed.

Rabiha Abdel Rahman, 14, shot

in the leg, was hit when she walked
out of her house to collect her sib-
lings when trouble-began, her moth-
er said.
. Mohammed Ibrahim Shakarna,
64, injured in the head, said he had
been wounded as he rode in a car,
evacuating Fatma Ahmad. His rela-
tive, Kamel, who had also been in
the car, was wounded in the head
and upper back, apparently by rub-
ber-coated steel marbles fired at the
vehicle. Windows of the car, parked
behind the hospital in Beit Jalla,
were smashed, and blood-stained
clothing was strewn on the back
seat.

Many villagers were unaccounted
for, having fled to neighbouring vil-
lages and surrounding hills. Villag-
ers estimated that there were more
wounded inside Nahalin and in the
surrounding countryside, to which
youths had been pursued by troops.
There were also unconfirmed re-
ports that another villager, or possi-
bly two, had also been killed.

Mitzna said the IDF was prepar-
ing for a possible increase in unrest
as a result of the killings, and in
advance of Sunday’s anniversary of
the assassination of PLO military
chief Khalil al-Wazir (Abu Jihad).
He said meetings had been held with

Jeaders of neighbouring villagers to

maintain calm.

Jerusalem Post /April 14/1989 pp.2
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