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encourages the publication of various research studies
that reflect the pulurality of prespectives and
methodology within a context of academic freedom.
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Literature mainly Russian literature as he translated into Arabic a
number of world short stories, from Russian, Chinese, Spanish and
American literature, in addition to som novels and plitical books.

Though Najati Sidqi received some estimation by the researchers
concerned in dating the modern Palestinian literature, this interest was
partial, focusing on aspects of his literary works or merely patterns of
these aspects.

This study tries to point out the literary character of Najati Sidqi
through a survey of the different aspects of his literary activities,
aiming at stressing what researchers neglected of this man’s important
efforts, and participating in dating the Palestinian literary life in the
twentieth century.

This research study is composed of three chapters and an appendix:

Chapter one talks about Sidqi’s living career (1905 - 1979), based in
this field, on an important source, i.e. his diaries which are still
unpublished. As far as we know, no other researcher has relied on this
source. The importance of this source lies in throwing the light on an
important stage of Sidgi’s life, i.e. political stage (1924 - 1939), as this
source deals with an important stage in froming political institutions in
the twenties and thirties of this century in Palestine, in the tongue of a
person who witnessed the events and participated in forming and
leading these institutions.

Chapter two studies Najati Sidqi as a thinker, translator and critic.
First, it makes an objective survey of his works and then moves to
evaluating and judging them.

Chapter three is mainly devoted to Sidqi’s literary output in short
writing. It deals with Sidgi’s published two fictional collections, in
4
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ABSTRACT

Najati Sidgi is an outstanding figure in the literary culture ol
Palestine especially in the first half of this century. His literary giving
continued for about forty years. He started publishing his works in th
thirties of this century. His literary beginning was characterized by hi
interest in economic and ideological fields. This, perhaps, resulted fron
his being one of the most outstanding political leaders in the Leftis
Movement in Palestine in particular and Syria in general, although h:
gave up political activity in 1939.

The forties and fifties of this century witnessed the peak of Najat
Sidqi’s literary product in the field of short story, literary study an
translation.

Najati Sidgi has left numerous works some of which he publishe:
in twenty books on short story, literary study, translation and ideology
In addition to these, he published dozens of articles and studies in th
Arabic Literary periodicals sine the thirties through the seventies of thi
century.

Najati Sidqi was characterized by his encyclopedic knowledg
enriched by his mastering some world living languages such as Russiar
English and French. Sidgi’s importance appears clearly in hi
deepening the roots of the realistic attitude in the literary thinking i
Palestine and some other Arab Countries sine the first third of th
century. Sidgi may also, be one of the outstanding figures who adopte
the materialistic approach in literature and thought in Palestine befor
1948. This is clear in his critical preaches and fictional output. He
especially known for his literary translations. He participated i
providing the Arab readers with marvellous patterns of the worl
3
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addition to another eleven short stories published in the literar
periodicals, but not included in his two collections.

In the appendix, the researcher classifies, according to subject, wha
he could collect of his published woks in periodicals. The researcher
also, attaches an index of Sidqi’s writings he wrote or prepared fo
broadcasting pruposes. The appendix alo includes two stories h
translated and two other stories translated by other writers. Finally, i
includes patterns of his short stories not included in his fictiona
collections.
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